FORUM: The Advisory Panel   
QUESTION OF: Measures to Address Religious Intolerance and Protect Minority Rights in Pakistan 
MAIN SUBMITTER: Pakistan 
CO-SUBMITTERS:   Nigeria, Japan, United Kingdom, Pakistan, United States of America, France, Kenya, Republic of Korea, China, Russia
    
Advisory Panel, 

Recognizing that religious minorities in Pakistan are being persecuted for their faith,  
Realizing that the Pakistani Constitution contains several articles protecting the rights of minorities,  
Deeply disturbed that these articles are not enforced,  
Taking note of a series of legislative reforms that were made regarding address women abduction, includings the Punjab Assembly adoption of the Punjab Marriage Act and Amendment to Penal code in Section 498B but the issue persists, 
Deeply concerned about approximately 1,000 Christian, Hindu, and Sikh girls abducted each year for forced marriage and religious conversions, 
Acknowledging that the religious concerns and discriminations in Pakistan has caused large protests, public hate, and led to a significant number of immigrants, 
Alarmed by the series of incidents involving child abduction, religious discrimination, and restriction on freedom of expression, 
Fully aware that no laws established against forced conversion, 
Realizing victims are drugged, tortured, and raped when refusal occur, 
Recognizing misuse of the blasphemy law has led to severe consequences, such as mob violence, and persecution of minorities, and as a whole has caused large protests, public hate, and led to a significant number of immigrants, 
Emphasizing ongoing discrimination towards religious minorities in employment, education, basic services, political participation, and political criticism has cause significant number of migrations, 
Fully believing in need to protect human rights regardless of religion, belief, and ethnicity, 

Main- Submitted by: Nigeria
1. Urges all member states and Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) including the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) to revise and edit local textbooks along with education curriculums in order to spread awareness to local communities, educate children and address the topic of religious equality along with countering hate speech though methods including but not limited to: 
a. eliminating local hatred in Pakistan to specific religions through methods including but not limited to: 
i. remodifying textbooks by deleting printed hate speech 
ii. implementing activities in school curriculums that expose children to many religions to foster a sense of respect and togetherness 
iii. establishing workshops and collaborative projects that involve international communities 
b. implementing reforms in the content of education programs by integrating human rights and civic education into national and provincial curriculum through methods including but not limited to: 
i. acknowledging the achievements of non-Muslim scientists, politicians, educators, and physicians in schools across all age teaching programs and encourage collaborative projects 
ii. lowering the extra twenty marks that students receive by memorizing the Qur’an to five marks to not place religious minority students at a disadvantage for higher education levels without angering religious majorities 
iii. establishing extracurricular programs such as debates, and cultural exchange programs which helps to reduce cultural bias 
iv. offering training and monitoring teachers with workshop to promote inclusivity and discourage discriminating attitudes of students towards religious difference 
v. including lessons emphasizing respect and empathy among diverse community in Pakistan; 
Main- submitted by: Pakistan  
2. Seeks nationwide public awareness on religious intolerance and promote interfaith harmony through community-based initiatives, educational programs, and media engagement, through methods including but not limited to: 
a. establishing community based interfaith councils and youth initiatives to have connection between different religion through methods including but not limited to: 
i. creating interfaith harmony councils in major cities to facilitate dialogue and establish trust between people with different faith 
ii. establishing interfaith youth leadership programs, partnering with universities and non-government organizations (NGOs), to train young people in communication and inclusive action 
iii. offering grants to community leaders and organizations who promote interfaith dialogue from NGOs, and actively foster understanding between community 
b. promoting and engaging religious communities in dialogue and collaboration through a range of media including:  
i. visual representations such as posters of minority situations for more effective delivery and emphasis 
ii. government-affiliated social media accounts such as CNN, BBC that accurately address situations and discriminatory incidents 
iii. partnering with influencers and broadcasters to highlight the examples of interfaith cooperation,  
iv. monitoring dispersal of religion-related propaganda and restraining inflammatory contents on online platforms 

3. Encourages all stakeholders including national and local governments, international organizations and NGOs such as the World Monuments Fund (WMF), Smithsonian Cultural Rescue Initiative (SCRI), and the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) that aim to restore, safeguard and protect minor religious sites and cultural heritage to support and aid activities that bring diverse groups together through methods including but not limited to: 
i. raising public awareness specifically towards exposing social and historical value of religious minorities and their culture to the public through international workshops, such as the International Dialogue Centre (KAICIID), fostering cultural appreciation and establishing interfaith dialogue among communities, 
ii. fostering interfaith dialogue among communities through a heritage preservation initiative; 
 
Main- submitted by: Japan 
3. Calls upon all member states to ensure adequate and effective legal frameworks that adjusts existing laws, especially the blasphemy law and the subjective wording of the key term "defiling" in section 295-C (Blasphemy law), amending it with a more objective criteria to prevent its misuse against religious minorities, along with addressing religious intolerance through ways not limited to: 
a. suggesting the police force to increase protections for minority groups through methods including but not limited to: 
i. requiring the police force to have members from minority groups to help eliminate biases: 
ii. monitoring and report incidents of religious intolerance, and related violence,  
iii. reviewing laws and regulations for reforms that protects basic human rights, 
b. making amendments to the Penal Code to reform legal laws that are susceptible to misuse against religious minorities through methods including but not limited to:  
i. introducing clear legal definitions and standards to ensure improvement of human rights 
ii. establishing penalties for individuals proven to have false blasphemy allegations 
iii. ensuring that all the blasphemy and liability-related cases will be handled by impartial courts to guarantee fairness  
iv. mandating investigation conducted by senior officers who are trained in human rights and minority protection  
c. improving the Nation Commission for Human Rights (NCHR) to have better monitor on general human rights situation in Pakistan through methods including but not limited to:  
i.  establishing NCHR offices at the local or district levels to enhance accessibility and reports of human right violation 
ii.  mandating annual public report to the National Assembly summarizing the findings, policy recommendations, and government responses 
iii. providing regular training for NCHR members on international human-right law and minority protection standards  
iv. collaborating with international organizations, such as Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the Asia-Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institution (APF), to share information and past practices 
d. strengthening minority representation at the local, provincial, and national levels, through methods including but not limited to:  
i.  increasing a number of seats for religious minority at National Assembly and Provincial Councils to promote equitable participation 
ii. giving equal opportunity to religious minority candidates for election and leadership positions 
iii. introducing reserved quotas for people who are religious minority not only in representative council but also in local government councils, ensuring that their voices are heard  
iv. promoting inclusive policymaking and communication involving religious minority leaders through the establishment of advisory committees comprising representatives of Christian, Hindu, Sikh, Ahmadi, and other minority communities that collaborates with local governments  
e. requesting that international financial institutions and donor organizations, including the IMF, retract funds or aid from Pakistan if they refuse to comply with these measures to address minority rights and religious freedom by partnering with the government of Pakistan to create a feasible plan to improve minority rights and religious freedom, and clarifying the financial consequences for departing from the agreed plan; 
 
Main- submitted by: the United Kingdom 
4. Calls for the promotion of economic opportunities and social welfare for religious minorities, including providing equal access to employment in public and private sectors, healthcare, and housing programs, and further requests the reformation of discriminatory employment in ways including but not limited to: 
a. identifying and amend existing legislations that limit minority access to public sector roles through methods including but not limited to: 
i. by detecting and removing biased job assessment criteria such as language requirements that exclude minor groups 
ii. establishing enforcement mechanisms and penalties to ensure fair employment standards 
b. ratifying penalties for non-compliance and regular investigations of public-sector institutions to ensure fair and equal employment standards are maintained 
i. by establishing an independent oversight committee to conduct annual, unannounced audits of public-sector hiring practices and employment data, 
ii. by implementing a transparent reporting mechanism for employees to confidentially report instances of perceived discrimination without fear of retaliation, 
iii. collaborating with the National Commission for Minorities (MoHR) to look into specific complaints regarding deprivation of rights and safeguards of the minorities and take up such matters with the appropriate authorities 
c. calling for equal access to employment in both public and private sectors, healthcare, social welfare, and housing programs, with specific attention to the needs of those in rural areas: 
i. allocating specific funding to address infrastructure and resource gaps in rural areas that disproportionately affect minority communities 
ii. establishing dedicated outreach programs to inform religious minorities in rural areas about available opportunities and services; 
 
Main- submitted by: Australia 
5. Encouraging international cooperation and technical support in Pakistan to protect minority rights and address religious intolerance in ways such as but not limited to: 
a. requesting collaboration with the Pakistan International Minority Rights Commission (PIMRC) to ensure the full and equitable implementation of the rights and protections guaranteed under religious minorities 
i. building strategic alliance with other international organizations, policy makers, and human rights institutions to uphold the fundamental principles for freedom of speech 
ii. facilitating information-sharing between PIMRC and international human rights bodies such as UNHRC and OHCHR 
iii. requesting Human Rights Network of Pakistan (HRNP) to promote linkages among various ethnics, religious and linguistic minorities 
b. strengthening cooperation with international and regional human rights organizations, such as Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) through methods including but not limited to: 
i. inviting international experts to develop frameworks for the protection of minority and raise collective voice for Muslims, promoting peace and harmony among various people 
ii. encouraging joint development of early-warning mechanisms to detect patterns of religious intolerance  
iii. supporting exchange of best practices and case studies on protecting minority communities within Islamic and South Asian contexts; 
Main- submitted by: Nigeria  
6. Further calls upon comprehensive measures to prevent abduction, forced conversion, and forced marriage, particularly targeting women and young children from religious minorities in ways such as but not limited to: 
a. developing confidential reporting mechanisms for victims, enabling quick accessibility on situation, through methods including but not limited to: 
i. establishing 24-hour multilingual hotlines and online reporting systems managed by trained expertise 
ii. ensuring anonymity and protection for individuals reporting abductions and coercion 
b. creating rehabilitation programs and victim protection for women who are forced marriage and conversion, through methods including but not limited to: 
i. offering safe shelters and transitional housing for individuals at risk 
ii. providing access on psychological support;  
 
Main- submitted by: Pakistan  
7. encourages international cooperation and technical support in Pakistan to protect minority rights and address religious intolerance through methods including but not limited to:  
a. requesting collaboration with the Pakistan International Minority Rights Commission (PIMRC) to ensure the full and equitable implementation of the rights and protections guaranteed under religious minorities through methods including but not limited to:   
i. building strategic alliances with other international organizations, policy makers, and human rights institutions to uphold the fundamental principles for freedom of speech 
i. facilitating information-sharing between PIMRC and international human rights bodies such as UNHRC and OHCHR,
a.  developing confidential reporting mechanisms for victims to enable quick accessibility through methods including but not limited to:  
i. establishing 24-hour multilingual hotlines and online reporting systems managed by trained expertise  
ii. ensuring anonymity and protection for individuals reporting abductions and coercion  
c. creating rehabilitation programs and victim protection for women who are subject to forced marriage and conversion through methods including but not limited to:  
i. offering safe shelters and transitional housing for individuals at risk,  
ii. providing access to psychological support, 
d. establishing special security units that are assigned to protect minority sites and communities through methods including but not limited to: 
i. conducting risk assessments to identify urgent needs of restoration and high-vulnerable sites, 
ii. adapting to adjust for cultural sensitivity when engaging with minority groups; 
 
Main- submitted by: Australia  
8. Encourages international cooperation and technical support in Pakistan to protect minority rights and address religious intolerance through methods including but not limited to:  
a. requesting collaboration with the Pakistan International Minority Rights Commission (PIMRC) to ensure the full and equitable implementation of the rights and protections guaranteed under religious minorities through methods including but not limited to:   
i. building strategic alliances with other international organizations, policy makers, and human rights institutions to uphold the fundamental principles for freedom of speech 
ii. facilitating information-sharing between PIMRC and international human rights bodies such as UNHRC and OHCHR  
b. requesting the Human Rights Network of Pakistan (HRNP) to promote linkages among various ethnical, religious, and linguistic minorities.  
 
 
 


