FORUM: Disarmament Commission
QUESTION OF: Measures to Establish Comprehensive International Frameworks for the Regulation of Armed Drone Deployment and the Mitigation of Civilian Harm
MAIN SUBMITTER: Poland
CO-SUBMITTERS: United States of America, Germany, Colombia, Egypt
 
DISARMAMENT COMMISSION,
 
Recognizing that the ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict has introduced a radically new era of drone warfare, characterized by the large-scale use of small, low-cost, and expendable drones by front-line soldiers,
Acknowledging that the use of armed drones in counterterrorism operations has expanded globally, particularly in the Middle East, Africa, and South Asia, amid the absence of comprehensive international regulations ensuring accountability, transparency, and adherence to international humanitarian law,
Deeply concerned that the indiscriminate and unregulated use of armed drones has resulted in countless civilian casualties, destruction of property, and long-term psychological trauma to affected populations, especially in regions lacking effective legal frameworks for oversight and responsibility,
Recalling the findings of the UN Special Committees on Counterterrorism and Human Rights (2013, 2014), which highlighted the urgent need for transparency in drone operations, accurate reporting of civilian casualties, and the establishment of international oversight mechanisms to prevent unjustified civilian harm,
Affirming the importance of investigations and reports conducted by the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) and regulations established by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) on unmanned aircraft systems, as vital references for developing future international frameworks,
Recognizing the growing demand for Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) in fields such as disaster prevention, environmental monitoring, and military reconnaissance, while being aware that such technologies may be exploited by non-state actors, including terrorist organizations, for offensive purposes,
Cognizant of the joint efforts between governments, international organizations, and verified NGOs to raise public awareness of UAV safety and responsible use through education and community outreach,
 
1. Enhances international cooperation among member states, economically advanced  countries, and certified Non-Government Organization (NGOs) on drone governance and regulation, in such ways but not limited to:
a. collaborating with local governments and authorities to provide first hand  knowledge of local terrain for faster response time of dedicated first responders
i. working with local governments to establish dedicated channels for first responders to bypass standard checkpoints,
ii. partnering with NGOs to provide first-hand information in regards to local terrain,
b. cooperating with member states to outline specific overlying regulations for the application and use of drones by creating frequently updated websites detailing the internationally:
i. establishing an international oversight body dedicated to monitoring military drone usage globally,
ii. collecting and analyzing data of drone related incidents and their impacts on civilian populations,
iii. creating a commission of concerned member states in order to keep up and respond to any advances in drone technology,
iv. facilitating the creation of an online platform for ongoing discussions and resource sharing between conferences to maintain momentum and collaboration among member states,
c. organizing regular international conferences focused on UAV governance, where member states discuss common challenges, experiences and collaborate on effective regulatory measures in ways:
i. facilitating communication and cooperation among nations to share best practices and lessons learned in UAV governance,
ii. setting a fixed schedule for these conferences to ensure consistent dialogue and updates on UAV regulations and best practices, developing a framework for reporting outcomes and recommendations from these conferences to relevant international bodies, ensuring that discussions lead to actionable policies,
iii. inviting experts from academia, industry, and civil society to provide insights on the latest technological advancements and their implications for UAV governance,
iv. developing a framework for reporting outcomes and recommendations from these conferences to relevant international bodies, ensuring discussions lead to actionable policies;

2. Requests that the UN and related NGOs increase awareness of the risks of using drones by showing with the how serious and dangerous they are to the public in ways such as:
a. utilizing online materials to spread information about the potential dangers of drone misuse to the public by:
i. encouraging governments to post fact checked relevant information to social sites such as TikTok, Youtube, Facebook, Instagram, etc.,
ii. encouraging popular influencers to raise awareness about the dangers of drones,
iii. holding fundraiser events to further the spread of knowledge about the severity of the drone problem,
b. launching public awareness campaigns to educate citizens about the potential risks and ethical considerations associated with UAV usage, by:
i. providing informational resources about the safe use of drones in civilian contexts,
ii. encouraging community engagement through forums and workshops to discuss the implications of military drone use,
iii. organizing guest lectures and workshops by UAV industry experts to discuss safety and ethical considerations,
c. educating the public on the proper use of drones in civilian context through ways such as:
i. providing basic drone operation knowledge training, including ethical responsibility and safety regulations for using UAVs,
ii. supplying informational resources about the safe use of drones in civilian contexts,
iii. engendering opportunities for hands-on learning with drone simulations and supervised practice to teach safe and responsible drone use;

3. Encourages Member States’ use of advanced technology-based safeguards for responsible, accountable armed drone use, such as:
a. employment of precision technology and AI-validated equipment that:
i. taps multiple sources of intelligence and satellite imagery to validate targets and minimize exposure to non-combatants,
ii. takes on automated "no-strike" capacity to prevent defended or saturated zones,
b. utilization of geofencing and tampering technology to provide an extra level of safety by:
i. establishing virtual geographic boundaries that can automatically prevent over-border or civilian-territory flight by drones,
ii. providing remote shut-off or return-to-base upon detection of system tampering or unauthorized control,
iii. encouraging transparency in UAV development, which ought to be closely monitored by the corresponding departments of local governments;

4. Endorses the creation of comprehensive international regulations for the development, production, and deployment of armed drones by:
a. organizing international cooperation and review mechanisms to ensure consistency in drone-related laws and humanitarian standards, such as but not limited to:
i. establishing an International Drone Oversight Committee (IDOC) under the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA), consisting of military experts, diplomats, and representatives from humanitarian organizations,
ii. holding quarterly international meetings under the supervision of IDOC to assess compliance, discuss technological advances, and address emerging threats,
iii. encouraging all nations to submit quarterly transparency reports detailing their armed drone production, deployment, and civilian casualty data for independent verification by IDOC,
b. promoting transparency and accountability in all aspects of drone operations, by:
i. requiring states to publicly disclose their drone missions, objectives, and results in a numbered and standardized format accessible to the international community,
ii. developing a universal drone monitoring and reporting system, including a central online database containing deployment records, civilian-harm data, and verification results, accessible to all Member States,
iii. implementing a Global Drone Registry within UNODA to track ownership, operational control, and retirement of drones,
c. integrating international humanitarian and human rights law into all armed drone operations, by:
i. enforcing mandatory pre-deployment risk assessments to evaluate potential civilian harm and explore non-lethal alternatives,
ii. ensuring that operators receive ethical training and ongoing evaluations on humanitarian conduct and engagement rules,
iii. establishing post-strike accountability evaluations to document civilian casualties and determine responsibility,
d. encouraging cooperative research and restriction of production, by:
i. coordinating with Member States to outline ethical and security-based standards for drone design and AI integration,
ii. creating a Commission on Drone Development and Use to respond rapidly to technological advances and update global regulations accordingly,
iii. restricting or banning the export and import of military-grade drones to or from countries involved in unauthorized or illegal drone usage;

5. Establishes enforcement, compliance, and organizational mechanisms to ensure adherence to CIFADR standards, and prescribes penalties and cooperative remedies for violations, by:
a. establishing monitoring and verification procedures, by:
i. authorizing IDOC to conduct unannounced inspections of drone facilities and operational bases, while respecting national sovereignty and classified information,
ii. maintaining a secure central compliance database of verified reports, inspection results, and violation records,
iii. creating an independent panel composed of experts and NGOs to review cases of unlawful strikes and recommend corrective actions,
b. implementing a tiered penalty system on nations that violate CIFADR policies, by:
i. imposing temporary suspensions on non-compliant nations’ participation in UN drone-related conferences or decision-making bodies,
ii. enforcing economic sanctions and trade restrictions on states repeatedly violating CIFADR principles,
iii. increasing tariffs or banning exports from nations engaged in unlawful drone operations,
iv. excluding persistent violators from major international events such as the Olympics or World Cup to encourage compliance,
c. encouraging cooperative remedies and capacity building, by:
i. providing technical assistance and training programs to help developing nations comply with CIFADR standards,
ii. supporting joint investigations between local governments, NGOs, and international bodies to assess civilian harm and recommend improvements,
iii. facilitating diplomatic dialogues to address cross-border UAV misuse and promote information sharing on regulatory practices;

6. Calls for the creation of standardized victim support systems to assist civilians affected by drone strikes, by:
a. establishing international funds dedicated to emergency relief, rehabilitation, and long-term recovery programs:
i. providing financial resources, medical equipment, and logistical support to affected regions,
ii. prioritizing rapid response in high-risk or conflict-prone areas,
b. training local authorities, humanitarian workers, and specialized rapid-response teams in drone strike emergency protocols, such as but not limited to: 
i. coordinating drills, simulations, and workshops for local responders
ii. developing communication channels to expedite aid delivery and information sharing,
c. creating monitoring and reporting mechanisms to evaluate the effectiveness of victim assistance programs and document lessons learned for continuous improvement,
i. partnering with international NGOs, UN agencies, and research institutions to collect data and analyze recovery outcomes,
ii. publishing anonymized case studies to inform future policy and humanitarian efforts;

7. Calls upon member states to establish comprehensive operational standards for military drones to ensure safety, accountability, and compliance with international humanitarian and human rights law:
a. providing clear definitions of drone types and proposing operational roles by:
i. clearly defining categories of drones, including reconnaissance UAVs, armed UAVs, and loitering munitions,
ii. maintaining clear Rules of Engagement (ROE) updated for each theater of operation,
iii. cooperating with NGOs developing such weapons worldwide to compile accurate lists of drone types both active and in development, 
b. providing the necessary technology and safety measures in order to increase transparency by: 
i. requiring encrypted recording of flight data, strike outcomes, and operational logs for post-mission review,
ii. promoting transparency in drone development and closely monitoring technological upgrades through national and international oversight bodies,
iii. encouraging nations to hire experts in the drone field to supervise and review any proposed drone missions.


