FORUM: Economic and Social Council
QUESTION OF: Promoting Sustainable Economic Growth and Job Creation in South Asia’s Post-Pandemic Recovery 
MAIN SUBMITTER: Sri Lanka
CO-SUBMITTERS: Uruguay, Djibouti, Australia, Serbia, Suriname, South Africa, Slovakia, 

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL,

Alarmed by the severe economic and social consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, that  have disproportionately affected developing nations in South Asia,

Recalling the purpose and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, which emphasize international cooperation in solving economic, social and humanitarian problems,

Recognizing the severe economic and social consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, that  have disproportionately affected developing nations in South Asia,

Acknowledging that more than 140 million workers in South Asia were pushed into poverty and unemployment during the pandemic, as reported by the International Labor Organization (ILO),

Emphasizing the importance of Sustainable Development Goal 8, which calls for inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment, and decent work for all,

Further recognizing the role of regional organizations such as the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) in fostering regional economic collaboration,

1. Directs the United Nations agency of the International Labour Organization (ILO) to assist Member states, particularly those with high informal employment rates and limited institutional capacity, in formalizing informal employment sectors by:

a) providing technical expertise for labor law reform and simplified registration mechanisms:
i. offering policy guidance to harmonize national labor legislation with international labor standards,
ii. supporting capacity-building for labor inspectors and administrative officials to effectively implement new regulations,
iii. conducting workshops with labor unions and government agencies to promote inclusive reform process;
b) collecting and establishing annual reports from Member States that have successfully reduced informal employment on the following platforms:
i. UN statistics divisions,
ii. official government websites,
iii. statistical departments;


2. Encourages the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and International Finance Corporation (IFC) to strengthen small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the following ways but not limited to:
a) providing financial support to SMEs affected by economic shocks, pandemics, or natural disasters to ensure business continuity and employment preservation including:
i. emergency grants,
ii. debt restructuring,
iii. subsidized insurance schemes,
iv. low-interest loans,

b) assisting in the development of leadership and crisis management capacities among SME executives through advisory and mentoring support as such, but not limited to:
i. guidance on developing effective recovery and business continuity plans,
ii. strategic advice on adapting business models to changing market conditions,
iii. mentorship programs connecting SME leaders with experienced industry experts and management professionals;

3. Supports the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and International fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) in promoting and funding job creation and increasing food production in Agro-Industrial region through:
a) providing training programs for climate-resilient and sustainable farming practices on the following topics but not limited to:
i. efficient water management,
ii. soil restoration and organic fertilizer production,
iii. pest and disease management,
iv. post-harvest handling and storage,
b) investing in agro-processing and rural value chain development through:
i. establishing minor processing factories and facilities to increase employment and minimize losses,
ii. increasing employment and reduce losses improving logistics and infrastructure,
iii. fostering partnerships between private-sector buyers and rural producers;
       		     		    
4. Recommends the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and International Telecommunication  Union (ITU) to enhance human capital development and the use of digital technology by:
a) supporting the creation of localized vocational education centers to upskill informal workers,
i. conducting needs assessments to identify demanded skills within local economies,
ii. providing certification programs recognized nationally and regionally, 
b) providing technical assistance to improve Information and Communications Technology (ICT) infrastructure and ensure equitable access to digital tools in underserved areas such as:
i. rural and remote communities,
ii. low-income urban neighborhoods,
iii. Small island developing states (SIDs) and landlocked developing countries (LLDCs),
iv. post-disaster regions and conflict affected areas,


5. Calls upon the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to promote green economic recovery including but not limited to:
a) supporting the transition of industries toward low-carbon and resource efficient production through,
i. promoting regular technology transfer,
ii. investigating in cleaner production techniques,
iii. developing sustainable supply chains,
b) assisting member states in developing and implementing national green recovery strategies that align with the Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030ASD):

6. Calls for the establishment of regional health assistance program under the supervision of the World Health organization (WHO) with the goal of providing accessible medical services for low-income and unemployed individuals in the following ways:
a) improving public health infrastructure via,
i. subsidizing the production of  medical supplies in local areas,
ii. expanding local healthcare centers,
iii. dispatching medical experts to vulnerable areas,
b) providing access to COVID Vaccines (COVAX) in south asia through:
i. subsidizing local vaccine production,
ii. supporting digital health monitoring systems,
iii. accelerating immunization programs;
7. Encourages the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to collaborate with local governments to strengthen employment through creating and investing in sustainable market structure via:
a) investing in industries that promote long-term resilience such as,
i. green infrastructure,
ii. renewable energy,
iii. nuclear technology,
b) encouraging foreign direct investment (FDI) in industries that align with sustainable development goals (SDGs) by:
i. offering tax incentives for foreign investors,
ii. conducting annual online and offline seminars on foreign investment,
iii. implementing monitoring mechanisms to assess the social impacts of foreign invested market;

8. Requests specific technical and financial support and debt relief cooperation with the International Monetary Fund (IMF),United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and World Banks to settle and stabilize South Asian economies by:
a) utilizing the following methods to raise the funds,
i. donations from countries across the world,
ii. international and domestic charity events from non profit organizations,
iii. UN official websites;
b) providing organized debt relief and realigning aid through:
i. IMF-led Debt Sustainability Analyses (DSA) in order to evaluate     repayment volumes and avoid potential future debt crises,
ii. analyzing and forming debt reform consensus between member states,
c) prioritizing imports of South Asian goods among member states by:
i. reducing tax collection on South Asian goods,
ii. providing subsidies on industries that implement south asian goods,
iii. conducting an agreement among member state to encourage long-term trade with South Asian region.	



