FORUM: Environment Commissions
QUESTION OF: Measures to Mitigate the Environmental Impact of Microplastic Pollution on Coastal Regions
MAIN SUBMITTER: South Africa
CO - SUBMITTERS: Brazil, Mexico, USA

THE ENVIRONMENT COMMISSION,
Recognizing that microplastics have become a pervasive global pollutant affecting oceans, human health, and coastal economies,
Alarmed by the UNEP report estimating that over 23 million tons of plastic waste enter water bodies annually,
Noting that coastal regions hold a majority of the world's population, who are primarily recipients of this waste,
Acknowledging scientific evidence linking microplastic exposure to severe health problems, such as cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, and cancers,
Reminding that critical waste would cause dissection of microplastic portions in the ocean, critically damaging the biodiversity of living organisms,
Emphasizing the ethical responsibility of humankind to protect marine biodiversity and prevent further biomagnification within the food chain,
Aware of the contributions of UNEP, Operation Clean Sweep, and other international organizations promoting sustainable plastic management,
Fully aware of the negative impact of plastic pollution on tourism and the livelihoods in coastal communities,

1. Recommends the Member States to initiate public awareness and education campaigns addressing the impacts of microplastic pollution through: 
a. The distribution of educational materials emphasizing the use of reusable alternatives, through means such as but not limited to: 
i. Online campaigns and public service announcements in schools and on social media,
ii. Collaboration with local communities to promote plastic-free events,
iii. Translation of materials into multiple languages to ensure accessibility,
iv. Handing out or posting physical posters near coastal areas,
b. The encouragement of citizens to reduce household plastic offering incentives: 
i.  Discounts for reusable products,
ii. Supporting local businesses that eliminate single-use plastic,
iii. Introducing community recycling competitions or clean-up drives,
c. The establishment of an integrated coastal microplastics surveillance and community participation frame work through measures such as: 	
i. Adopting standardized international protocols for public reporting aligned with UNEP and ISO guidelines,
		ii. Integration satellite, drone imagery, and community-collected data into a 		publicly accessible database with open data policies to support research and 		educational outreach about coastal region pollutions establishing an integrated 		coastal microplastic surveillance and community participation framework 			through measures,
d. Recommends the UNEP Clean Seas Campaign be administered with environmental programs, and that the government coordinate strategies;

2. Encourages all Member States to strengthen national legislation limiting the production of single-use plastics by: 
a. Establishing national bans or taxes on unnecessary plastic packaging, such as: 
i. Plastic straws, cutlery, and takeout containers,
ii. Single-use shopping bags and disposable drink cups,
b. Setting clear national targets for reducing plastic production and waste by at least 30% by 2030, with annual progress monitoring and reporting to ensure compliance,

3. Calls upon Member States to host annual forums focused on microplastic reduction, managed by the following mechanisms:
a. Assessment of implementation programs by:
i. Presenting national progress reports,
ii. Comparing achievements with the UN Sustainable Development Goals,
b. Exchange of successful practices and innovative technologies, such as:  
i. Waste management innovations used in coastal cities,
ii. Community-based cleanup models from developing nations,
iii. Joint donor meetings with UN agencies,
c. 	Discussion of regional funding gaps and policy challenges; 
 
4. Calls for increased investment in research and development to innovate new technologies that combat microplastics, including:
a. Funding for nanotechnology-based filtration systems, such as: 
i. Removing microplastics from wastewater and river systems,
ii. Preventing microplastic leakage during industrial manufacturing,
b. Testing robotic or bioengineered organisms capable of microplastic collection or biodegradation, focusing on:
i. Environmentally safe materials for their construction, 
ii. Controlled testing to ensure marine ecosystem safety,
c. Development of biodegradable materials that decompose in marine environments,
d. Partnerships between universities, startups, and industries to accelerate scalable solutions through:
i. International innovation competitions,
ii. Joint research grants from the UN and global NGOs,

5. Recommends the international adoption of a Regional Action Plan to curtail the influx of microplastics into coastal and marine ecosystems through measures including but not limited to:
a. Enactment of regulatory and market-based instruments to restrict primary microplastics by:  
i. Prohibition of selected primary microplastics in personal-care and industrial abrasive products, fully implemented within 36 months of adoption,
ii. The establishment of Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) frameworks mandating that manufacturers fund the collection and processing of plastic products at the end of their lifecycle,  
iii. Preferential public procurement for products verified as low-microplastic emitters, using regionally agreed criteria and standards, 
b. Enhancement urban and industrial waste management as well as wastewater treatment facilities, like: 
i. Deploying tertiary-level filtration, stormwater controls, and expanded waste collection capacities in high-risk coastal municipalities, prioritizing populations and effluent volume coverage,
ii. Reinforcing waste management systems to prevent plastic discharge into aquatic environments, including operational training and equipment upgrades,
c. Institution of a financial and technological support framework that:  
i. Concessional grants and reduced-interest financing to qualified municipal entities for essential modifications and infrastructural developments,  
ii. Facilitates public-private arrangements for the transfer of filtration and recycling innovations, incorporating provisions for local production or servicing, 
iii. Mandates that initiatives supported by these mandates provide pre-implementation and subsequent operational performance indicators to the regional data repository,
iv. Encourages UNEP and regional development banks to coordinate financial and technological assistance to ensure equitable implementation and measurable outcomes;

6. Encourages Member States to add regulations to local law books, forcing and strictly banning acts of large-quantity trash disposal in water bodies. Setting a certain quantity of mass of waste disposal, and if any is discovered to dispose of waste into waterbodies exceeding the regulated amount, the law could grant them guilty of a certain crime by: 
a. Setting cameras at water bodies near urban areas to monitor potential waste dumps resulting from intentional human activity, 
b. Setting drone activity in coastal areas. Drones spectating in a direct angle (god’s point of view) to allow for sharp identification of garbage dumps that need to be cleaned, by:
i. Code or program a drone station near local police stations around coasts. Activate at a specific time,  
ii. Code a specific maximum distancing.
