
FORUM: Environment Commission 
QUESTION OF: Measures to Protect and Revitalize Australia's Ecosystems from the Impacts of Climate Change and Human Activities 
MAIN SUBMITTER: Russian Federation 
CO-SUBMITTERS: Republic of Korea, Commonwealth of Australia, Kingdom of the Netherlands, Republic of India 
 
Deeply concerned that annual average land and sea-surface temperatures across Australia have reached new highs as of 2024, accelerating stress on terrestrial, coastal and marine ecosystems, 
 
Recognizing that approximately 4% of natural environments adjacent to perennial rivers in Australia were converted into higher-intensity land uses, undermining the freshwater ecosystem and making many areas more vulnerable to climate change,  
 
Noting with concern that 41 species were added to Australia’s threatened species list in 2024 alone, well above the long-term average of 25 species per year, 
  
Taking into account that Aboriginal Australian stories and traditions are closely linked to Australia’s unique landscape and wildlife, and that loss of natural ecosystems greatly affects local culture and long-standing customs, 
 
Alarmed that Australia is home to one of the highest mammal extinction rates globally, and that climate change is compounding traditional threats such as habitat fragmentation, invasive pests and land-clearing, placing many unique ecosystems at risk of collapse, 
 
Fully aware that Australia’s ecosystems are being compromised by rising temperatures and extreme weather, and that Australian mangroves, seagrasses and saltmarshes hold between 5% and 11% of global “blue carbon” storage, 
  
Acknowledging that Australia’s forests release around 24 million tons of carbon annually due to deforestation, further contributing to greenhouse gas concentrations and exacerbates climate change impacts on local ecosystems, 
 
 
 
1. Calls upon the Australian government to establish national guidelines for ecosystem revitalization projects, to be developed by the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) including but not limited to: 
a. defining standardized procedures for planning, implementing, and monitoring ecosystem restoration initiatives such as but not limited to: 
i. setting measurable ecological indicators for forest and marine recovery, 
ii. requiring periodic scientific assessments by accredited environmental agencies, 
iii. maintaining a centralized national database to record project progress and biodiversity outcomes;
b. promoting community engagement and local awareness through ways including but not limited to: 
i. capacity-building programs for Indigenous land managers, local volunteers, service clubs, and youth groups, 
ii. educational campaigns highlighting the benefits of ecosystem restoration, 
iii. incentives such as recognition awards or small-scale funding for successful local initiatives;
c. establishing transparent reporting and accountability mechanisms through ways such as: 
i. requiring all funded projects to submit publicly accessible annual progress reports, 
ii. conducting an independent audit of project results and financial expenditures, 
iii. encouraging collaboration and feedback by ensuring open communication between federal, state, and community stakeholders;
2. Invites member states and relevant organizations such as United Nations Office, Greenpeace, and World Wildlife Fund (WWF) to collaborate with the government of Australia to raise awareness and promote further education on the issue of Australia’s ecosystem from the impacts of climate change and human activities, targeting all age groups to encourage concentrating attention and efforts towards this issue through ways such as but not limited to: 
a. integrating lessons on the Australian ecosystem into the core curricula of primary, secondary and higher education systems both worldwide and in Australia, including topics such as but not limited to: 
i. protecting endangered species of plants and animals, 
ii. mitigating the impacts of climate change to protect ecosystems;
b. creating non-profit public campaigns mostly targeting citizens in MEDCs by spreading posts and news relating to biodiversity, habitat loss and other relevant topics by utilizing digital platforms such as but not limited to: 
i. YouTube, 
ii. Instagram, 
iii. news stations such as BBC and CNN; 
c. employing non-digital forms of media in public areas such as community centers, mostly targeting LEDCs, to spread the severeness of impacts of climate changes and human activities, through including but not limited to: 
i. brochures, 
ii. newspapers, 
iii. billboard ads; 
d. organizing events in Australia aimed at promoting public awareness through ways including but not limited to: 
i. establishing fundraisers, workshops and lectures on preserving the environment and other relevant topics, 
ii. organizing seminars in communities where people can share opinions and ideas on protecting the local wildlife; 
3. Urges the Australian government to commit to net zero greenhouse gas emissions and to protect, restore, and manage ecosystems negatively impacted by climate change and human activities by: 
a. accelerating the national energy transition and mitigating ecosystem destruction by encouraging the expansion of public and private investment in renewable or low carbon energy sectors and sustainable energy technologies through ways including but not limited to: 
i. establishing comprehensive incentive frameworks, including tax breaks, subsidies, and low-interest loans, to enable all industries, small businesses, and households to transition to clean energy technologies,
ii. promoting research and development partnerships with international government agencies and private enterprises aimed at advancing renewable energy efficiency, 
iii. integrating renewable energy infrastructure into local communities in a manner that minimizes ecological disruption and benefits regional economies, particularly in remote and coastal areas; 
b. developing a National Climate Adaptation and Ecosystem Resilience Strategy (NCAERS) designed to strengthen Australia’s capacity to anticipate, manage, and adapt to the multifaceted impacts of climate change and ensure the long-term sustainability of biodiversity and human livelihoods, by: 
i. developing early warning systems and climate monitoring technologies to detect environmental stressors such as droughts, floods, and wildfires, ensuring timely intervention to safeguard ecosystems, 
ii. promoting nature-based solutions that utilize ecological processes such as mangrove and seagrass restoration to strengthen community resilience and reduce vulnerability to extreme weather events, 
iii. implementing large-scale reforestation and afforestation programs with native plant species to improve carbon sequestration and habitat connectivity; 
4. Encourages global collaboration for the restoration, preservation, and revitalization of biodiversity and natural habitats in Australia through the establishment, expansion and management of national parks, reserves and ecological restoration projects through ways including but not limited to: 
a. expanding the network of protected areas to include ecologically significant regions through ways such as but not limited to: 
i. identifying biodiversity hotspots and endangered ecosystems for protection, 
ii. securing sustainable funding mechanisms to ensure the long-term protection of these areas, 
b. strengthening the management and conservation capacity of existing parks and reserves through ways including but not limited to: 
i. providing training and resources to conservational personnel, 
ii. implementing monitoring systems for different species, 
iii. promoting community-based conservation initiatives to encourage local populations to care for nearby protected areas; 
c. revitalizing marine ecosystems through the installment of artificial reefs and protection of existing coral systems through ways such as but not limited to: 
i. deploying eco-friendly artificial reef structures to help with coral regrowth and attract diverse marine species, 
ii. conducting environmental impact assessments before installation to ensure that artificial reefs complement natural habitats, 
iii. creating long-term reef maintenance and monitoring programs; 
5. Requests the promotion and implementation of sustainable human activities across all sectors to ensure that economic growth, urban development, and resource use are compatible with long-term ecosystem preservation and climate resilience, such as but not limited to: 
a. establishing a National Framework for Sustainable Resource Management (NFSRM) to reduce environmental damage caused by industrial, agricultural, and urban activities through: 
i. promoting circular economic principles such as recycling, upcycling, and sustainable waste management to reduce pollution and resource depletion, 
ii. incentivizing eco-friendly business practices through tax benefits, green labeling, and government procurement preferences for environmentally responsible companies, 
iii. minimizing ecological disruption by implementing rigorous Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) and sustainability certifications for new infrastructure and industrial projects; 
b. recommends that industries and private enterprises adopt Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) principles by: 
i. requiring corporate sustainability disclosures and measurable environmental impact assessments in alignment with international standards, 
ii. encouraging carbon-offset partnerships between corporations and conservation organizations to restore degraded habitats, 
iii. recognizing companies that demonstrate outstanding environmental responsibility through annual sustainability awards or certifications; 
6. Suggests the development of aboriginal community led conservation zones in regions with cultural and ecological significance, to be managed jointly by Aboriginal communities and environmental agencies through ways including but not limited to: 
a. empowering Aboriginal communities and people as primary decision-makers through ways including but not limited to: 
i. granting legal authorization to Aboriginal groups to oversee land management such as habitat restoration in culturally significant areas, 
ii. establishing agreements between Aboriginal groups and government agencies to ensure that guidelines and protocols do not oppose Aboriginal culture or traditions; 
b. ensuring the equitable inclusion of Aboriginal people and local knowledge into the ecosystem restoration through ways such as but not limited to: 
i. recognizing traditional ecological management practices that maintain biodiversity and land balance, 
ii. promoting co-management programs where indigenous communities jointly mange natural resources and urban green spaces, 
iii. providing capacity building and funding for community-led projects that promote both cultural heritage and environmental sustainability. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

