	
	
	



FORUM: General Assembly
QUESTION OF: Protecting Human Rights Amid Increasing Authoritarianism and Political Repression 
MAIN SUBMITTER: Japan
CO-SUBMITTERS: Bangladesh, Pakistan, Iran, France, Peru, Chile, Ghana, Kenya, Mexico, Australia, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Switzerland, Philippines, Brazil, Thailand.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
 
Aware of the fact that setbacks of authoritarian rule have had their push come from accelerations of digitization, geopolitical competition and homegrown turbulence,
Deeply Concerned about the rapid rise of digital repression and surveillance that limit freedom of expression and violate privacy rights,
Recognizing that the spread of advanced technologies, including AI and digital tracking systems, has been used by authoritarian governments silence dissent and restrict civil liberties,
Emphasizing the importance of protecting human rights both online and offline as outlined in Universal Declaration of Human Rights ratified in 1948,
Alarmed by the decline in global democracy and civic space as reported by international organizations such as Freedom House and CIVICUS monitor, 
Affirming that active citizen participation is crucial for sustaining democratic governance and preventing political repression,
Recalling the previous United Nations efforts, including the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) and the work of the UN Human Rights Council to address violations of human rights,
Further Recognizing the Democracy Index has reached the lowest rate in the history, marking 5.17 over 10,
1. Calls for the strengthening of both international and domestic digital laws to prevent inline surveillance without permissions of owner, data misuse and over-censorship, as rapid digitalization has increased cases of digital repression which may cause secondary victims in form of not being informed or being informed extremely by:
a) Form an international legislative body that defines clear definitions and examples of digital human rights violations, such as, but not limited to,
i. protect human rights within the borders of law, within distinctly shown definitions to inform people more precisely since the lack of clear standards is making this issue more severe and significant,
ii. punish organizations that violate these rules and overuse of authority by decreasing subsidies,
iii. include particular contents like unauthorized data collection, censorship and online harassment as the examples,
b) Create a transparent digital governance that is cooperatively done by all nations struggling with this issue where main goal is to maintain human rights and get rid of over-repressions by,
i. aligning United Nations together to have an annual conference to discuss and shared developed technologies that can be adopted to this problem,
ii. creating an online platform by an agreement with member states where these cooperations can be actively connected, share daily/monthly reports;

2. Proposes the establishment of a United Nations Digital Rights Committee, abbreviated as UNDRC, for the purpose of further easing accessibility of digital problems, which may be a channel to relieve problems of individuals and a communication center by:
a) Reviewing member states’ digital policies and ensuring agreement with international human rights standards written in law, such as, but not limited to, 
i. Host a semesterly workshop where all member states are required to attend in order to revise and review,
ii. Make an official procedure that all nations are recommended to get approved by the UNDRC before publishing digital law policies in their own country,
b) Publish an annual digital freedom report written by all nations and submitted by UNDRC to highlight progress and violations globally;

3. Encourages the implementation of sanctions on organizations, governments and individuals responsible for violating human rights through political repression to limit their international influence by:
a) Restricting the sales or transfer of equipment like spyware, riot-control weapons and cyber intrusion that could be used for oppression that simply might threaten even though no stance has been acted out, 
b) Ensuring sanctions do not negatively impact the civilian population by,
i. creating humanitarian exemptions that allow the flow of food, medicine, and essential goods,
ii. regularly reviewing sanction effects to prevent economic harm to vulnerable groups
iii. offering development aid or alternative support programs to affected civilians;

4. Urges all member states to increase opportunities of civic participation activities that are hosted by the United Nations in purpose of strengthening democracy since the studies have shown that democracy revives when the citizens actively join in the society as members of public by:
a) forming an educational system that contains democratic elements and about human rights for,
i. helping citizens to learn to express their opinions, discussing in the groups, trying to find resolution that can naturally be informed of the ways to discard oppressions done by authoritarianism,
ii. encouraging nations to establish educational programs, such as school elections, human rights case simulation, and mock trials, through that citizens can experience what is democracy and why human rights are important,
b) strongly recommending public projects by nations and by cities which can be done as a community in such ways,
i. create short-term project with low accessibility of people that is not restricted in age, gender and job, especially in form of public dialogue sessions,
ii. volunteer initiatives that are mainly open to any individuals willing to, 
c) promoting public awareness campaign in both online and offline ways that can be effective anywhere in any form, bringing the aspect of society into service to address the repressions and improve awareness, through,
i. creating electronical advertisements such as videos, that includes the information that encourages people to join in the democracy, speak up voices and actively express own opinions,
ii. [bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]designing physical posters or placards and placing them around the areas with relatively higher population density, letting posters seen by more people, including the positive effects of engaging and getting voice accepted;

5. Supports the allocation of internation funding by UN organizations like Economic and Social Council for independent media and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) working to protect and reinforce online freedom when repressions happened by,
a) prioritizing those operating under authoritarian regimes or under strict censorship laws due to the needs of urgent economic help through,
i. ensuring that the funding reaches organizations that demonstrate transparency and accountability so that the resources are not misused,
ii. avoiding funding duplication by coordinating with existing UN and regional programs,
b) offering cybersecurity training and legal aid in form of online to journalists and activists under threat by,
i. providing technical workshops on digital security and privacy that is mainly based on themselves, the journalists, to be safe and continue to publish precise, essential information under harsh conditions,
ii. offering legal support to protect against unjust prosecution or harassment which are reported to the UNDRC,
c) Coordinating with international organizations such as UNESCO and UNDP to ensure equitable and transparent distribution of financial support such as,
i. Establishing monitoring mechanisms to assess the effective use of funds,
ii. Requiring periodic reporting from funded organizations;

6. Recommends the introduction of educational programs targeted toward students under 18, who are currently unable to vote, in order to promote pro-democracy and human rights values by:
a)  Teaching the importance of protecting human rights and freedom of speech through youth programs that can encourage students to be alarmed, in order to:
i. inform students about the significance of safeguarding democratic values and human rights,
ii. encourage students to serve as youth human rights ambassadors within their schools and communities which will have more impact than normal commercial posters,
b) Partnering with NGOs, youth councils, and educational institutions to develop interactive workshops and public speaking events that promote civic engagement,
Using role-play, debates, and model UN activities to foster critical thinking such as,
i. evaluating program effectiveness through student feedback and participation metrics; 

7. Encourages the enhancement of media and journalist freedom focusing on their environment and conditions they are in, affirming the public’s right to access political and social information again and emphasizing the need to eliminate oppression and censorship through,
a) publishing independent reports that assess levels of media freedom and censorship across Member States by, 
i. Highlighting violations and risks faced by journalists,
ii. Making reports publicly available to promote accountability,
b) Sharing best practices among nations to foster transparent and free media environments through,
i. Organizing regional and international workshops for journalists,
ii. Creating collaborative online platforms to exchange strategies,
c) Supporting regional journalism forums and training programs to strengthen professional ethics and fact-based reporting through,
i. Encouraging mentorship programs linking experienced journalists with young reporters,
ii. Promoting adherence to international standards of press freedom.


	
	
	



