FORUM: Human Rights Council 
QUESTION OF: Measures to Protect the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and Presume Cultural Heritage in Brazil
MAIN SUBMITTER: Indonesia
CO-SUBMITTERS: Ukraine, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Chile, Brazil, Russia, Netherlands, Syria, Germany

Human Rights Council,
Recalling the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which recognizes Indigenous People’s rights to self-determination to ensure that they can effectively exercise their right to free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) and the protection of their ancestral lands and resources,
Recognizing that Brazil occupies the largest part of the Amazon rainforest, which is essential for global climate stability and biodiversity conservation,
Deeply concerned by the ongoing threat of violence, intimidation, and impunity against Indigenous leaders, land defenders, and environmental activists in Brazil, especially in the more remote, and resource-rich areas,  

Acknowledging the efforts of the Government of Brazil in implementing initiatives towards greater Indigenous inclusion, including the establishment of the Ministry of Indigenous Peoples and relevant policy reform,  

Alarmed that illegal mining, deforestation, and land grabbing continue to threaten Indigenous lands is causing environmental damage, social displacement, and marginalization,  

Emphasizing the necessity of an Indigenous centered approach to access justice, which includes and respects language, and traditional law, and is accessible and visible to Indigenous peoples,  

Reiterating the necessity for international and regional cooperation, as with the Amazon Basin nations, to best strengthen environmental protection, enforcement of laws, and resilience of Indigenous culture,  

Guided by the understanding that protecting Indigenous rights and the environment are interdependent and are equally urgent as we seek to deliver the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
Conceding the criticality of committing to knowledge systems, traditional practices, and cultural identities of Indigenous peoples as valuable components of sustainable development and biodiversity conservation,

Concerned by the disproportionate burdens placed on Indigenous peoples by climate change and environmental degradation, especially in the Amazon, which further social vulnerability and threatens traditional livelihoods,

Realizing that active participation by Indigenous peoples in decision-making processes at all levels of governance, including local, national, and international, is required for the realization of Indigenous rights and sustainable stewardship of resources,

Highly aware at the absence of necessary legislative frameworks or the enforcement of laws to protect against the breach of Indigenous territorial rights and environmental protections, often leading to exploitation of Indigenous lands, even by private or criminal entities,

Bearing in mind Brazil’s obligations on 3 the international level, under human rights treaties including the International Labor Organization Convention 169 on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples, which stipulate the requirement to respect, protect, and promote the rights of Indigenous peoples,

Stressing the importance of education and capacity building initiatives to empower Indigenous communities, promote awareness of stewardship of the environment, and resilience to threats from social, economic, and environmental sources,

1. Urges the Government of Brazil to develop a new framework for monitoring all activities and actions towards the Indigenous as well as the necessary measures to address violence, and impunity against Indigenous leaders and defenders by:
a) The formation of Indigenous Targeted Police and Prosecution Units through coordination with the Brazilian Federal Police and adaptation of its environmental crime division to Indigenous Specific cases in ways such as but not limited to: 
i. Function under Ministry of Justice and Ministry of Indigenous Peoples to institute accountability and inter-ministerial coordination,
ii. Recruit and hire Aboriginal officers, legal experts whenever possible ensuring all officers receive compulsory training in intercultural competency, language, and environmental law,
iii. Give priority to investigating, prosecuting, and convicting crimes against Indigenous leaders, environmental defenders, and land activists first and foremost those cases related to illegal land grabbing, intimidation, and contract killing,
iv. Issue progress and case resolution semi-annual reports (available to the public) to promote transparency and demonstrate accountability,
b) Requiring all state members to evaluate the launch of specialized environmental and human rights courts on crimes that directly relates to illegal mining, deforestation, land invasion, building upon existing institutions such as the Public Prosecutor’s Office and its 6th Chamber for Indigenous and Traditional Communities and Environment (6CCR) to ensure expert oversight and enforcement,
i. Adding restitution and reconstruction requirements for convicted violators, such as reforestation and community compensation duties,
ii. Ensuring appropriate resourcing is available for the Office of the Public Prosecute and judiciary units specializing in Indigenous and environmental law,
iii. Encouraging relations and capacity-building programs with other countries in the Amazon to improve enforcement standards in the region,
c) Develop a framework for further strengthening Witness Protection and Community Safety Programs that ensure clear and straightforward reporting systems through:
i. Enhancing access to relocation support, psychological support and financial assistance for Indigenous activists, whistleblowers and families in danger,
ii. Providing Indigenous led community watch and forest protecting networks with communications equipment, satellite access, and transport,
iii. Engaging trusted NGOs and digital security organizations to establish encrypted, anonymous reporting systems to report threats and attacks
iv. Establishing gender-responsive protection measures considering the vulnerabilities of indigenous women defenders,
d) Promoting international and regional human rights bodies to collaborate by:
i. Allowing unhindered access for UN Special Rapporteurs, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and other observers to conduct site inspections,
ii. Requiring annual reports to the UN Human Rights Council on progress with Indigenous safety and judicial accountability,
iii. Creating a National Indigenous Justice Observatory to collect data, analyze trends, and publish recommendations about violence prevention and reforming justice in conjunction with neighboring Amazonian states,
2. Investing in promoting the adoption and utilization of revolutionary technologies to implant a system to empower government officials and others to easily to report suspicious or unethical activities of holistic measures to end illegal mining and deforestation while giving impetus to community-led sustainable options by:
a) Introducing satellite technologies from National Institute for Space Research (INPE) and advanced geospatial platforms to take a role for the identification, monitoring, and dismantling of illegal activities by:
i. Establish scholarships in the field of indigenous police for environmental agents, contributing to the formation of agile action task forces comprised by environmental police officers, National Indian Foundation (FUNAI), Brazilian Institute of the Environment and Renewable Natural Resources (IBAMA) and Indigenous rangers,
ii. Filing public lawsuits against companies and intermediaries involved in illegal gold and timber supply chains,
iii. Imitating public lawsuits against companies engaged in illicit gold and logging supply chains, as well as intermediaries used by companies,
iv. To establish data sharing protocols with Peru, Colombia and Bolivia to share data to address environmental crimes,
b) Redirecting financial proceeds and assets obtained from illegal activities, including but not limited to seized properties, fines, and penalties, toward the advancement of Indigenous welfare and environmental restoration by:
i. Giving back a minimum of 50% of the recovered funds to affected areas in health care, education, and sustainable infrastructure initiatives,
ii. Funding community led reforestation initiatives that include Indigenous labor and Indigenous ecological transformative knowledge,
iii. Establishing a National Environmental Justice Fund that would operate together with Indigenous officials and federal officers,
c) Supporting the institutionalization of the “Forest Guardian” program, granting Indigenous communities’ official recognition, legal authority, and resources to protect forests, report illegal activities, and promote sustainable environmental stewardship within their territories:
i. By recognizing Indigenous peoples as official state partners/agents with enforcement authority under federal contracts, providing protections such as safety equipment and insurance,
ii. Providing training and certification on conservation science, first aid, drone monitoring and community safety,
iii. Including Indigenous peoples in policy conversations and land observatories at the regional and national levels,
d) Encouraging the promotion of Indigenous-led sustainable economic initiatives that strengthen local livelihoods while contributing to broader national and international economic systems, through:
i. Supporting government incentives to promote eco-tourism, agroforestry, organic farming, and traditional handicrafts, 
ii. Supporting the cooperation of Indigenous businesses with international markets under the principles of equitable trade to ensure supply chains are safe and profits are kept local,
iii. Supporting carbon-neutral certification for Indigenous products, improving their value in the global market,

3. Advocating for the Government of Brazil, in partnership with international organizations, civil society, and Indigenous communities, to strengthen national and global efforts aimed at preserving, revitalizing, and promoting Indigenous languages, traditions, and cultural practices by:

a) Expanding bilingual and intercultural education programs to cover no less than half of all Indigenous schools by 2030, ensuring linguistic preservation and cultural inclusivity;
i. Co-developing curricula with locally hired elders, linguists, and cultural council members that correlate to Indigenous knowledge systems,
ii. Developing digital, audio-visual and printed learning resources in the Indigenous languages,
iii. Offering fast and satellite internet alternatives in regional communities will assist in supporting some distance learning and attending cultural events,
iv. Indigenous Secondary schools could also visit into cultural immersion programs developing understanding and respect between Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities,

b) Providing and expanding scholarship initiatives and intercultural exchange programs for Indigenous students, enabling them to pursue higher education, develop leadership skills, and foster mutual understanding between Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities:
i. Partnership with the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), governmentally funded institutions, and cultural organizations to develop annual funding for language and heritage grants,
ii. Develop teacher training programs for indigenous educators and interpreters,
iii. Fellowship programs concentrate on ethnolinguistics and cultural sustainability,

c) Promoting the digital documentation, archiving, and safeguarding of Indigenous oral histories, languages, and cultural traditions, founded upon:
i. The documentation of folklore, ecological knowledge, and traditional medicine in ways endorsed by UNESCO, based on principles of Indigenous peoples' ownership principles,
ii. Ensuring archives are controlled by the community, bilingual, and ethically cultivated,
iii. Develop online virtual museums and learning sites to disseminate aboriginal art and history throughout the world,

d) Guaranteeing full respect for Indigenous peoples’ intellectual and cultural property rights by:
i. Registering traditional symbols, designs, and music with national intellectual property offices,
ii. Preventing unauthorized commercial use by businesses or individuals, which is often referred to as cultural appropriation,
iii. Pass a law that imposes a three-month suspension or fine for individuals using unauthorized Indigenous intellectual and cultural property rights
iv. Developing legal aid programs for Indigenous communities to protect their cultural rights in nation or international courts,

4. Encourages enhanced international and regional collaboration to promote the empowerment of Indigenous communities and to ensure the effective protection of their ancestral lands and surrounding ecosystems by:

a) Expanding and reforming the Amazon Fund through:
i. Increasing in international contributions based on measurable Indigenous-led outcomes and transparent accounting standards,
ii. Establish a governance board comprised of at least 40% Indigenous representatives to ensure equality in decision-making processes
iii. Publishing annual independent evaluations of the funded projects and their social-environmental impact,
iv. Promoting South-South cooperation with other rainforest countries for mutual innovation,

b) Creating, within MERCOSUR, an Indigenous Advisory Board to:
i. Harmonize regional cultural preservation, education, and biodiversity policies,
ii. Facilitate cross-border coordination for forest protection, migration issues, and Indigenous trade,
iii. Advance regional Indigenous representation in policy forums and trade negotiations,

c) Establishing transnational Indigenous patrol networks across Amazonian states to:
i. Carry out joint monitoring missions on routes of deforestation, mining, and wildlife trafficking,
ii. Coordinating capacity-building and information sharing related to climate resilience and land management,
iii. Develop regional early-warning systems for environmental emergencies and human rights violations,

d) The recognition of indigenous territories as carbon sinks within global climate frameworks by:
i. Inclusion of indigenous lands into verified carbon credit markets,
ii. channeling carbon revenues to community-managed climate adaptation and forest regeneration funds,
iii. Full Indigenous consent and control should be guaranteed for any carbon-related project in their territories,

5. Promotes the collaboration between civil society, NGOs, and scientific institutions with the view to enhance accountability, innovation, and participatory research through:

a) Promoting open and transparent access to environmental, health, and cultural data including:
i. Expedition partnerships Articulation of Indigenous Peoples of Brazil (APIB), and academic institutions for shared research platforms,
ii. Publish annual national dataset that tracks indigenous welfare, land boundary progress, and environmental conditions,
iii. Data sovereignty: Indigenous Peoples have control over the use of their use of knowledge,

b) Investing in independent monitoring mechanisms that review government compliance with Indigenous rights frameworks, reporting annually to the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues:
i. Create an Internet website, so that indigenous people can easily access monitoring mechanism,
ii. If government compliance with Indigenous people rights frameworks fails, UN can enforce the government to tell this issue to its citizens,
iii. When the government reports to the Permanent Forum on UN, the government must include the findings and recommendations discussed at regular meetings,

c) Encouraging participatory academic research with Indigenous organizations related to biodiversity, sustainable resource management, climate adaptation, and heritage preservation, guaranteeing equitable authorship, benefit-sharing, and ethical research standards, this way involving the indigenous population in solving these issues.
