FORUM: Environmental Commission
QUESTION OF: Measures to Promote Sustainable Agroforestry and Practices to Reduce Deforestation in Southeast Asia
MAIN-SUBMITTER: The Kingdom of Thailand
CO-SUBMITTERS: Egypt, France, Canada, Indonesia	Comment by Minchae Kim: Please use the “unofficial” name of the countries (e.g. Egypt, France, Canada) 
 
The Environmental Commision, 
 
Aware of the fact that Southeast Asia, which is home to about 15% of global tropical forests, has lost about 610,000 km^2 of forest between 2001 and 2019,
 
Noting with deep concern that between 1991 and 2014, over 219 million cubic meters of timber were illegally extracted, causing extreme soil nutrient depletion and land degradation cycles,
 
Having devoted attention to and concerned by the negative impacts on our health, due to rising temperatures increasing risks of heatstroke and respiratory illness, the loss of biodiversity, and lack of farmer awareness, preventing the transition to agroforestry systems,
 
Further noting that introducing agroforestry as a solution not only reduces deforestation by approximately 1.08%, but cuts 59 million tons of CO2 emissions while enhancing biodiversity,
 
Having received information from COP26 and Glasgow Leaders’ Declaration (2021) that countries covering 85% of global forests pledged to end deforestation by 2030,
 
Recognizing that agroforestry is recognized as key to achieving Sustainable Developmental Goals,	Comment by Minchae Kim: Preambles are OK
 
1. Encourages all member states in a financial position to do so to establish National Agroforestry Developmental Frameworks that will: 	Comment by Minchae Kim: What about countries that have the financial position but are not willing to contribute? Write out some incentives (motivations) that the other countries will have in following this framework
a. prioritize reforestation in areas highly affected by illegal logging and palm oil cultivation, such as areas in tropical and subtropical regions such as but not limited to:
i. including comprehensive explanation of the origin of the crisis,	Comment by Minchae Kim: Again, we have to consider the countries that are hesitant towards being transparent (either because of financial or economic concerns). What motivations do these countries have to maintain transparency in diplomacy?
ii. providing resources such as shrubs and soil nutrients for areas battling extreme deforestation,
iii. funding the organization and materials needed for reforestation through fundraising events in local communities including speeches and donations,
b. integrate trees and shrubs into existing agricultural systems suffering from deforestation and providing access to more materials to support the plantation and growth of forests,
c. establish clear guidelines for efficient and sustainable land and forest management such as the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) or the United Nations Forum on Forests’ (UNFF) policy framework, such as but not limited to:	Comment by Minchae Kim: Too vague. Be more specific. What clear guidelines (legislative or policy-related)? Is this international? 
i. monitoring carbon levels through mandatory and standardized reporting every set period of time (for instance every 6 months),
ii. implementation of modern agroforestry techniques such as soil conservation and erosion control techniques,
iii. strongly encouraging member states to replant native species after tree harvests to avoid further extinction,	Comment by Minchae Kim: This could be a bit contentious…”mandatory rule” may be too restrictive for some delegates.
d. motivate less financially prepared countries or unmotivated countries through outlining strong benefits and highlighting its importance;
2. Calls upon both local and national governments as well as international funders to provide financial support and subsidies for farmers adopting agroforestry practices, such as but not limited to:
a. establishing certification systems which recognize and promote products produced through sustainable agroforestry that:
i. encourage consumer awareness of sustainable and eco-friendly goods, 
ii. enhance market value and product traceability, 
iii. support local fair-trade initiatives and cooperatives working towards sustainable agriculture,
b. direct financial support such as but not limited to:
i. establishing microcredit programs to assist smallholder farmers through their transition from monocropping to agroforestry,
ii. introducing community or government led grant-based programs for local reforestation and agroforestry projects,	Comment by Minchae Kim: Just say “government-led grant programs”. But again, this is not a very feasible solution, because it cannot be maintained in the long-term. 
iii. providing low-interest loans for purchases of eco-friendly farming equipment such as organic compost or fertilizer systems,
c. cooperative and community development, especially for local farmers that support:	Comment by Minchae Kim: don’t capitalize Community Development. In general, I feel like the sub-clause doesn’t align that well with the sub-sub clauses. 
i. formation of rural cooperatives that specialize in seedling purchases and tree maintenance and more,
ii. providing storage facilities for agroforestry in order to decrease post-harvest loss,
d. monitoring and evaluating mechanisms such as impact-tracking systems to measure progress through coordinating with regional bodies such as AFoCO and reviewing policies every 1.5 years to ensure all involved member states stay on track and improvements are being made;	Comment by Minchae Kim: I get what you guys are communicating but tie it back to the operative clause. 

3. Recommends the establishment of an Agroforestry Regional Knowledge exchange network (ARKx) under the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) which should collaborate with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and others, to share and coordinate agroforestry related research and expertise among member states by: 	Comment by Minchae Kim: Nice that you added the spec organizations	Comment by Minchae Kim: But maybe reduce the number (because you have to explain the role of each one) 
a. encouraging strong structure and governance by: 
i. encouraging the use of ARKx as a source that will function as a multilateral coordination body which should be hosted on a rotational basis among ASEAN member states every three years,	Comment by Minchae Kim: These are full sentences. No full sentences in sub-clauses
ii. encouraging the Regional Steering Committee (RSC) to oversee this platform, with specialized representatives from the national ministries of environment, rural development, and agriculture,
iii. establishment of regional working groups dedicated to capacity building and farmer education, policy and legal framework development, and research and data standardization, 
b. educating, building, and training to: 	Comment by Minchae Kim: add a VERB! “encouraging” or “suggesting” 	Comment by Minchae Kim: don’t capitalize
i. encourage the exchange of indigenous and traditional ecological knowledge through the inclusion of local communities in education and advisory processes, 
ii. partner with NGOs to establish and launch farmer field schools (FFS) to provide access for necessary information and experience needed to fulfil agroforestry and sustainable farming, 
iii. organize annual webinars, demonstration projects and workshops to teach new agroforestry techniques and research,
iv. develop a Regional Agroforestry Training Curriculum (RATC) around ASEAN member states for use by agricultural universities and vocal institutes; 	Comment by Minchae Kim: Fine
c. guiding sustainability and funding including but not limited to: 	Comment by Minchae Kim: Add a verb again!
i. support the use of the Regional Agroforestry Development Fund (RADF) financed by ASEAN member states, international partners and private donors,	Comment by Minchae Kim: This is already a partnership, so you cannot say we are going to create this. 
ii. seek joint funding opportunities through the Green Climate Fund (GCF),
iii. allocate at least 25% of the funds made towards smallholder farmer innovation grants, 	Comment by Minchae Kim: Why 30%?
iv. mandate annual financial transparency reports to ensure equal distribution among ASEAN member states;

4. Requests the incorporation of replaceable and sustainable technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI) and satellite technology to secure future-oriented innovation and commitment to environmental protection, including but not limited to: 
a. integrating real-time satellite images in order to immediately spot illegal logging and land clearing by: 
i. establishing a Regional Satellite Observation Centre (RSOC) for member states of ASEAN in order to analyze deforestation data collected from all member states,
ii. analyzing degradation patterns and reforestation progress through high resolution satellite imagery and Light Detection and Ranging technology,
iii. developing a real time deforestation alert system integrated into satellite technology and programmed to immediately inform all member states’ authorities of incidents with exact locations,
b. regional data sharing and coordination: 	Comment by Minchae Kim: don’t capitalize
i. establishment of an ASEAN Geospatial Data Network (AGDN) to link environmental agencies and research institutes across all member states,
ii. share deforestation data with other international organizations and NGOs,
c. integration with law enforcement (strictly under national jurisdiction) and policy frameworks, 	Comment by Minchae Kim: Again, no incentives for this type of enforcement —> expect it and prepare to defend that
d. secure multilateral funding from the Green Climate Fund (GCF), World Bank, and regional development banks and encourage member states to allocate annual environmental budgets to digital monitoring programs, 
e. require ASEAN to conduct annual evaluations of the effectiveness of this technology;

5. Invites the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) to provide:
a. financial assistance in establishing shared networks,
b. technical assistance in developing climate-resilient crops,
c. expertise and guidance for small scale farmers and less developed communities,

6. promoting awareness of agroforestry to communities through ways such as but not limited to:	Comment by Minchae Kim: You need a verb “Promoting awareness” is ok
a. developing multilingual public information campaigns highlighting benefits of agroforestry,
b. engaging youth through school programs and social media campaigns:
i. developing and distributing educational materials to schools to raise awareness about environmental issues,
ii. providing the school with environmental posters,
iii. distributing promotional items such as key rings or bracelets about deforestation,
c. encouraging annual “ASEAN Agroforestry Week” events highlighting successes, innovations and progress,
d. supporting non-profit fundraising campaigns such as “Team Trees” to allow influencers to spread awareness to younger generations and collect funding for replanting trees;

7. Reccomend governments to develop policies and support programs that promote forest restoration in ways including but not limited to: 	Comment by Minchae Kim: Try not to use strong language like “urge” 
a. encouraging the creation of laws which ensure that woodworking factories globally use plantation wood instead of wood from natural forests:
i. use substitutes such as bamboo and hemp,
ii. integrate developing countries into the international trading system in the process of World Trade Organization (WTO) in order to expand knowledge and opportunities,
b. supporting companies in producing goods that are more environmentally friendly and reduce the need for deforestation for products themselves or their packaging by:
i. encouraging franchises to establish new products and services that aim to ameliorate deforestation,
ii. providing support and encourage collaboration through organizations such as UNEP and Greenpeace,
c. reinforcing laws that ensure companies do not exceed the allowed usage of wood from natural forests.


